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architects agreed earlyon
tousealot of wood nnd
water in the project bo
soften the expanses of
concrete and stone =
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TROPICAL MODERN

Striking but incredibly tranguil, this home in Kerala, India, combines contemporary
architecture with local materials and traditional touches to stunning effect

Words JEREMY CALLAGHAN FPhotography GAELLE LE BOULICALUT
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Dnangr area The
table is made fror
18- ol g of tirmdser on
i shad cement  hose
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ive years ago, British-born Mike
Manwaring stood with renowned Indian
architect Sandeep Khosla at the edge of a
cliffin south-western India. Before them
wis a coastal panorama that became the
starting point for this spectacular home, Mike
had known Sandeep for 10 vears and was drawn
tothe architect’s experimental approach, T knew
he would do something different,” he says. WMy
kev priorities were that the design had to be
contemporary and open tothe elements, [ think
when you're in an environment, you need to get
used toit, rather than being separated from it
The result is a structure that lunges
dramatically towards the horizon = a calm,
flowing space that's unrestricted by walls and
glass windows. ‘Tlove its sense of spaciousness
and Zen-like peace,” says Mike, Tndiais achaotic
and frenetic place, but when 1 gtep inside
the house I'm overcome with a very ethereal
fecling, Here, architect Sandeep Khosla talks
us through the design process,

How would you describe the house?
The architecture is a style that is often
referred to as ‘tropical modern’, where the
boundaries are blurred between inside and
outside. We wanted to build a home that
maintained a constant visual connection
with its surroundings.

How was this puot into practice? There
are few walls and many large open spaces
in this houwse, which allows the surrounding
natural beauty to be ever-present, The
lunging roof was always at the root of our
original inspiration - we had a vision of a
house that launches towards the horizon -
but it's also a technical solution that serves
to protect the interior from the elements,
Why did yvou decide to shun glazing
in this project? Glass traps heat. Using
it immediately requires the wse of air-
conditioning, which we felt to be against the
principles of this design. When we went to
the site there was a wonderful breeze, so we

developed a series of wooden shutters for
the bedrooms, through which airflow amd
sunlight could be controlled.

What inspired the spectacular pool?
They might have become a bit of a design
cliché, but this plot was the perfect place for
an infinity pool. It makes the house seem as
if it's close to the sea, even though it's not.
There's a 60-metre-high chiff that separates
it from the shore, then a coconut grove some
600 metres wide, then a large beach. It's
quite some distance by road to get there.
And the interior? Mike didn't want lots
of precious objects. He wanted a natural,
unfussy interior with a meditative feel,
which we creabed using local materials such
a5 wood and Kota stone. This minimalism
also zerves a practical purpose. IT vou're
going to have a home that is open to the
elements, you need to use simple, hardy
furniture and materials that will wear well, »
kfvoslaassociales. com
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THE LUNGING ROOF WAS ALWAYS AT THE ROQT OF
OUR ORIGINAL INSPIRATION - WE HAD A VISION OF
A HOUSE THAT LAUNCHES TOWARDS THE HORIZON'
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‘THE ARCHITECTURE IS A ST‘l"LE THAR tﬁf
TO AS "TROPICAL MODERN®, WH RE

ARE BLURRED BETWEEN INSIDE ﬁh'. D! Gﬁ.ﬂ{

o &
i |:-
4':;
1
A
H=
=5 =i
= =¥, ‘.{
— -l
H—.
—3 4
=i
=
— ———
= —
Living areaThis

expansive ind relaxed
seating nrea s furhdshiced
with hard-wearing
materinlzEh .I‘E.HJL hnndle
{hi comstant contact with
thie elements amd will
improve with age »




‘THE DESIGN HAD TO BE ©PEN: E ELEMENTS. WHEN
YOU'RE IN AN ENVIRONMENT, NEED TO GET USED
TOIT, RATHER THAN BEING SEPARAT

Living area Mot only does
gliass ol feature inthe
structure, about hall ol
thiz home is uncons traine
by walls cre

constant dialogue with
the environment »
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THIS PLOT WASTHE =~
PERFECT PLACEFOR =
AN INFINITYPOOL.
T MAKES THE HOUSE =~
SEEM AS IF IT'S CLOSE
TO THE SEA, EVEN
THOUGH IT'S NOT' ‘

TR

Bedroom Each of the five
sleeping zones has its own
private bathing area,
which {3 sheltered but
apen bo the elements
- : Exterior’] belisve there is
_ asecrel desire in every
By 2 = architect to designan
- _ infinity pool at least once
SN : in hisorher career,” says
—— : the architect, before

- adding. ‘and this isours’ [T
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