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IMDOCHINE, NEW DELHI ‘
provides new experience to people.

Can you introduce Khosla Associates?

| Khosla Associates.ias fs.dwn unique/chardcterlstics They Use various colors without any s By
attempting different colars, materials and forms, they are working on commercial, leisure, rasidentig)
and office designs and tha national characteristics are noticeable in their works, Different alemanis that
reflect each country such as wall graphic, statue of the Buddha, pattarn and archilectural structurg
§ tropical region are used in their space design. In particular, red lamp, tent, Chinase characters and slalues
in museum are used In =Indochine, New Delhi= to reveal national characteristics. Apart from fancy
space, use of various colored lightings are applied in modern and simple space such as in <Touch - The
very minimal element is reflected in this project but it is fancy and unique enough due to their selectig
of colors and the decorative elements in thei structural design elements. Khosla Associates designg
creative results through innavative and young sensibility and it is a design studio {o be anticipated that

Khosla Associates s a leading Architecture and Interior Design firm in Bangalore India, We eonsist of

highly driven design professionals wha create a versatile body of work ranging from architecture ang

Interiors of residences and corporate offices to retall and hospitality spaces, Khosla Associate's distingt

style of tropical residential architecture uses local materials and concepts, but reinterprets them with

an innovative and contemporary design sensibility. The firm's Interest in globallocal trends in fashion,

lifestyle and design is reflected in thalr varied palette of interior projects, The work of Khosla Agsociates

Is featured regularly in important Architectural and Interior publications from around the warld,
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INDOCHIMNE, HEW DELHI

What was your motive to start involving in design? Was there any architect or Interior designer
whao had been your motivation?

I was In a small Liberal Arts College called Bard in upstate New York whera | was studying Fine Arts
and economics, but was also exposed to classes in Philosophy, music and literature. In my second year
| was introduced to architectural history classes which really spurred my interest in architecture, That
prompted ma to transfer out into architecture schoal. | was always inclined towards the Arts from the
very baginning and | felt architecture was a great opportunity to express this inclination further, | found
thi process of drawing and painting fulfilling yet tao personal and introverted, | thought Architecture
could be more all-encompassing, possibly combining all the arts and reaching out to people formally
and experientially. | warked with Charles Gorrea for a year and a half, | was exposed o building methods
in North America which are different from thosa in our part of the world. So the idea of working with
Charles Correa whom | respected was to understand how an Inteligent practice has learnt from
traditional ldeas and then developed them into a contemporary design vocabulary. At Charles' office
| understood the importance of voids, and open-to-sky spaces (n Indian Architecture. More happen
was when | visited Sri Lanka and | got the opportunity to meet Geoffrey Bawa before he passed away,
| visited all his projects which left a very positive impression on me. It really chartered a way forward for
me - making me understand the kind of architecture | wanted to practice - one that was respectful of
tradition, history, climate and context yet was innovative and contemparary, We have over the past 15
years tried to develop our version of an ‘Indian Modern' sensibility and have played with permutations

of those early ideas that | absorbed when | returned fo India.
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At Khosla Associates, we are contextualists who believe that design should be rooted in ones environmapg
and to & particular site, | always ask the question after seeing a particular site, "What building doos thi
site really want to see?” While we work with an international styla, wa draw inspiration from trad/iong]
concepts, craft as well as local materlal, Our architecture is experiential and attampls to modulata spaca 1o
create beautiful, peaceful or dramatic spaces. There is certain romanticism to our waork, a narrative guality
that leads the viewer into varled experiences, and we enjoy creating work which references the ol whila
being wholly contemporary and innovative, Living In a tropical environment, our architecture is climate
sensitive and often blurs the boundaries between indoor and outdoors making spaces permeable. The
relationship/dialogue between built form and the external environment/topography is very important, Our
palette of projects are varied and range from tropical climate sensitive residential and resort architeclurg,
Institutional architecture to the interiors of hotels, bars, clubs, restaurants and offices; so we have 1o waar
different hats while designing these spaces, We enjoy the varlety and alternate between the disciplines of
architecture and interior design.

TOUCH
What are the difficulties of inserting a new element into an empty space?

Inserting a new element into a space is usually a gut reaction, an emotlve response to the space or
a result of the requirements of the program or client, More often than not, It Is & combination of sits,
context, pregram and client that prompts us to arrive at a particular solution. These parameters provide
us the cues with which to slart the ideating process.




Is there any material that you prefer?

We ara generally partial to natural and locally sourced materials. We have for example a wealth of local
stone and slate In India, Not only are these cost effective to use, but also a sensible way to reduce our
j carbon footprint and work with more sustainable means.

| As it can be seen in <Touch=, what do you consider most when you apply colors into a space?

<Touch= was an experimental project where we wanted to see the effect of pre programmable LED light
bouncing off a white shell. The space has the ability to change color not by the application of color onto the
surfaces, but merely by the changing hues of light bouncing of ts linear and fhuid forms, LED light concealed
entirely above the folds of fabric in the celling bounce preset colors seductively through the fabric onto the
rest of tha space. In <Carban Bar=, a more recent project of ours at the Park hotel, Hyderabad we explored
the effact of color changing light on a dark space. Central to the theme of the bar is the creation of an over
scaled and highly faceted siructure that baldly references the multiple facets of a black diamond and slivers
of dimmable LED light emanate from within transiucent resin strips molded on the edged of all he facets.

i The pre-programmable LED light has the ability to ehange color altering the mood of the space.

T

You have worked on residential, office, commercial, institution designs. Which field do you wish
to work on that you have never attempted before?

Thus far, we have primarily worked in the luxury and leisure sagments - high end residential, commercial,
retall and hospitality, It would be good fo attempt a project for lower income groups too. | have also

always wanted to design a Museum for contemporary Art,
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~Khosla AssocatgSsp,

Design : Khosla Associates Design team : Sandeep Khosla, Amarash
Anand, Dhaval S Client : The Park Hotel Location : Hyderabad, India
Built area: 719.99m’ Completion : February 2011 Photographer
Bharath Ramamrutham Editor : Park Minsun

The Park Hatal's latest proparly in Hyderabad has a central theme of a contemporary palace and several

designers from across the world were commissioned to design its varied spaces using the erstwhile
Nizam of Hyderabad's jewels as inspiration. A particularly uninspiring space devoid of natural light and
yentilation In the basement of the hotel was converted by Khosla Associates into a sparkling environment
inspired by the sheen, fransparency, and whiteness of the Golconda Diamond. The entrance curved
corridor walls of the Spa wers built out of edge polished vertically stacked glass, leading to a circular
reception area with a fluid reception counter and relaxed customer seating sheathed in molded white
resin. The stacked glass walls glow from within with LED light giving the surrounding spaces a feeling of
lightness. The reception Is a spacious transitionary area leading gently to a sensuous curved relaxation
area and a serles of well appointad therapy rooms and sultes, The minimalist transition areas in the Spa
are peppered with carefully chosen pieces of mirrored organic sculpture by French artist Yahel Chirinian,
The reflection of spot lights on this mirrored form deflects onto wall, floor and ceiling surfaces giving an
athereal feel 1o the space. In the circular relaxation area comfortable loungers are divided by sheer white
curtaing bathed in preprogrammed washas of LED light. The enfrance wall and doors of the treatment
rooms are clad in an embossed silver foil, and the curved walls of treatment rooms in a padded diamond
shaped pearl white fabric, adding to the feefing of luxury within the space. The material palette plays on
varied tones of white to enhance the feeling of openness, and built in washes of light in coves, an fabric,

textured paint and molded white resin uplift the space further. i ke
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i of the seating area at the reception ‘




Cuirved wall and tranalucency elaments decorata the salon area
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= BAR = Mumbai

~Khosla As$SR68d&s sa

Design : Khosla Asscciates  Design team : Sandeep Khosla,
Amaresh Anand, Madhavi Choudapurkar Client : JSM Holdings Pyt
Lt Location : Mumbal, India Built area : 371 6m’ Completion :
2006 Photographer : Pallon Daruwala Editer : Park Minsun

‘Shira’, which in Japanese means ‘castie’ has a mysterlous aura as you enter its lofty proportions.
=5hiro Lounge Bar='s space has an exciting mix of the authenticity of the orient: old wooden blade fans
whirring at low speeds against a traditional bamboo celling, antique Chinese chests, vast expanses of
pebbled water bodies with Iotuses, Thickets of Japanese bamboo planting, and old Balinese friezes.
Yet the space |8 also very contemporary and minimal with its bold moves, clean straight lines and
contemporary furniture. Stone walls flank a 4.8m high antigue acid finished metal door, Crane your

head up and you encounter the awesome proportions of a 13.7m high bamboo clad dimly lit pitehed
roof. Dominating the central space are three 6m high Balinese consorts dropping water vla earthen
vessels into a large moat filled with pebbles and lotuses. The space is primarily divided into 4 zones -
2 private rooms and the bar area on the lower level and stairs ascending to a VIP area on a 3m upper
level. The upper level has views of a 15m mural of East Asian origin, emerging from which are bamboo
spouts dropping water Into a vast pebbled reflecting pool. Two Balinese dragons perched on the water
quard the space. Another interesting element is a dramatic wall composed of repetitive Chinese umns
In square niches, backlit against a backdrop of floral silk and surrounding a central sculpture of a
south East Asian musician. Two portals leading to the private rooms are reminiscent of Japanese ‘shoji
screens. Handmade paper is fused on acrylic in repetitive squares and It from within, throwing a subtle
shadow of an old Japanese woodcut print on the paper. Rich furnishings in the rooms in deep saturated
colors such as crimson, magenta, garnet and ochre, in high quality silk, printed chenille and Patent
leather stand In contrast to the otherwise subdued rustic shell, The most exciting aspect of <Shiro
Lounge Bar='"s design was the degree of customization we were abla to achieve. The vast volume of the
mill bullding demanded customization of furniture, objects, light fixtures, and accessories that ware all

made locally and specifically for the monumental scale of the Space. st s s Asociie |
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Pirik hanging lighting and the statue decorate the space
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> BAR > Hyderabad

~Khosla Assogjates

BAR

Design : Khosla Associates  Design team : Sandeep Khosla,
Amarash Anand, Dhaval 5 Client : The Park Hotel Location :
Hyderabad, India Built area : 157.93m’ Complation ¢ Fabruary
2011 Photographer : Bharath Hamamrutham Editer ¢ Park Minsun

The =Carbon Bar= Is a space where the Nizam of Hyderabad's jewels in a completely abstract and
luturistic way. Central to the theme of the bar is the creation of an over scaled and highly faceted
structure that boldly references the multiple facets of a black diamond; the idea is abstracted by
creating a dramatic faceted labyrinth that dynamically and unpredictably envelopes the entire space.
Seating moulds into walls and then onta the ceiling. The sofas, single seaters and tables are angled and
faceted in keeping with the aesthetic of the outer shell, Sharp edges of the faceted walls are softened
by the luxury of padded fabric. Slivers of dimmable LED light emanate from within translucent resin
strips molded on the edge of all the facets. The pre-programmabla LED light has the ability 1o change
B color altering the mood of the space, The color palette is deliberately stark. Monatones of copper and
dark champagne are offset with certaln facets in bronzed mirror. Prisms like projections are played on

the triangulated wall behind the DJ counter. The flooring is seamiess, a bronze vinyl, and the cefling
TE”F!G?S the same faceted EhﬂDES as the walls. ll:':h\"\‘lu"l:lﬁ-.'.m"..:.u:!:
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